

Publication Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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AGENCY: Maine State Housing Authority
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 99-346 C.M.R. Ch. 24, Home Energy Assistance Program Rule
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P099 (2nd Notice)
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Rule establishes standards for the Home Energy Assistance Program for the State of Maine as administered by the Maine State Housing Authority. The Home Energy Assistance Program provides Fuel Assistance and Energy Crisis Intervention Programs to income Eligible Households. The Rule also establishes standards for the HEAP Weatherization, Central Heating Improvement Program, and Heat Pump Program.

DETAILED SUMMARY:

This replacement rule repeals and replaces in its entirety the current Home Energy Assistance Program Rule. The rule establishes standards for administering fuel assistance, emergency fuel assistance, weatherization, and heating system repair and replacement funds to income eligible households in the State of Maine. This replacement rule: updates the matrix used for determination of benefits, makes minor changes to clarify documentation requirements for citizenship, identity and social security number verification, increases the allowable time to reverse a denial for missing documentation for an application, updates income documentation and incorporates language to provide clarity and continuity between the rule and the State Plan, changes the threshold for the solicitation and use of price quotes for CHIP repairs, and adds a life-time maximum benefit per dwelling unit, and makes minor formatting and grammar edits.

PUBLIC HEARING: NOTE: The public hearing that was originally scheduled for May 19, 2026 has been CANCELLED and will instead be held on Monday, June 1, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. at Maine State Housing Authority, 26 Edison Drive, Augusta, Maine. To listen or testify virtually, please contact the Board Administrator before the hearing at MaineHousing, 26 Edison Drive, Augusta, Maine 04330-6046; (207) 626-4600 (voice); 1-800-452-4668 (voice in state only); or 711 (Maine Relay) or via e-mail: BoardAdmin@mainehousing.org.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Thursday, June 11, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Ashley Carson
Maine State Housing Authority, 26 Edison Drive, Augusta, Maine, 04330-6046
(207) 626-4600 (Telephone)
(207) 626-4678 (Fax)
Maine Relay 711 (Teletypewriter)
acarson@mainehousing.org (Email)
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Same as Contact Person
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 30-A M.R.S. §§4722(1)(W), 4741(1) and (15), and 4991 et seq.; 42 U.S.C. §§8621, et seq.
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Same as above
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.mainehousing.org 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: acarson@mainehousing.org 

[bookmark: _Hlk229051195]
[bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 595, Clean Water State Revolving Fund
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P122
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: The proposed changes focus on modernizing language related to fees and interest rates, removes the % caps from the rule and instead requires that these fee percentages be established in the IUP annually. Every year these fees will be subject to public comment and EPA review and approval.
PUBLIC HEARING: None scheduled. There is a 30-day written comment period. A public hearing will be held if the Department receives 5 or more requests before the end of the comment period.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, June 12, 2026, 12 midnight
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Matthew Hight
17 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
PHONE 207-719-0703

Matt.hight@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): Same
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 30-A M.R.S. § 5959
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): Same
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  
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AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Financial Institutions
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-029 C.M.R. Ch. 107, Activities Permissible for Financial Institution Holding Companies [Repeal] 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-109

CONCISE SUMMARY:

Changes to Maine law and federal laws governing permissible activities for financial institutions and financial institution holding companies have led the Bureau of Financial Institutions to conclude its regulation is no longer necessary to ensure Maine institutions may engage in activities at least as broad as those activities authorized by federal law and regulation.
   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, May 11, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Chase Hewitt, Attorney 
Agency Name: Bureau of Financial Institutions
Mailing Address: 36 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0036
Telephone Number: 207-624-8574
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Financial Institutions
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-029 C.M.R. Ch. 146, Advisory Opinions
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-110

CONCISE SUMMARY:

[bookmark: _Hlk170288667][bookmark: _Hlk213061229]5 M.R.S. § 9001 indicates that each agency shall adopt rules of practice governing the rendering of advisory opinions. This rule is intended to satisfy the Bureau of Financial Institutions’ obligation under statute. 5 M.R.S. § 9001; 9-B M.R.S. §§ 211, 215; and  9-A M.R.S.§ 6 -104    

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, May 11, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Chase Hewitt, Attorney
Agency Name: Bureau of Financial Institutions
Mailing Address: 36 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0036
Telephone Number: 207-624-8574
Email Address: chase.hewitt@maine.gov 


[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 16, Hunting (Chapter 16.11 –Migratory Game Bird Hunting)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-111

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife has amended Chapter 16.11 rules pertaining to season dates and bag limits for the hunting of ducks, geese and other migratory game birds. Season frameworks and harvest limits are similar to the previous hunting season. Of note is the modification to the South Zone/North Zone waterfowl hunting boundary line to address some road name reference changes following the I-395 bypass addition in Brewer. In addition, clarifying language has been added in reference to the scoter bag limit. Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Thursday, May 7, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Becky Orff	
Agency Name: Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Mailing Address: 353 Water Street, 41 SHS
Telephone Number: 207-287-5202
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Rules Pertaining to Commercial Fishing, Fish Culture and Fishing Derbies and Tournaments
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-112

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IFW) has amended Chapter 2 rules as they apply to fishing derbies and tournaments to improve IFW’s ability to ensure bass tournaments conduct aquatic invasive species and livewell inspections on all watercraft as intended, allowing additional opportunity for trained aquatic invasive species inspectors not associated with a bass club to conduct inspections if available and mutually agreed upon, and ensure that data is submitted legibly, and in a complete manner. Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule.    

EFFECTIVE DATE: Thursday, May 7, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Becky Orff	
Agency Name: Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Mailing Address: 353 Water Street, 41 SHS
Telephone Number: 207-287-5202
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Education 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 05-071 C.M.R. Ch. 33, Rule Governing Physical Restraint and Seclusion
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-113
 
CONCISE SUMMARY: 
 
This revision proposes an update to the definition of physical escort and serious physical injury as determined by the 132d legislature pursuant to P.L. 2025 Chapter 266.  
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Thursday, June 11, 2026 (Final Adoption of a Major Substantive Rule) 
 
AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Laura Cyr 
AGENCY NAME: Maine Department of Education 
ADDRESS: 23 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04330 
TELEPHONE: 207-446-8791 


AGENCY: Department of Education
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 05-071 C.M.R. Ch. 54, Grant Application and Award Procedure: Later Start Planning Grant  
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-091

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rule governs the application for, and awarding of, funds from the Department of Education discretionary grants for planning for later start times. Grants are intended to assist in the financing of local initiatives. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, May 17, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Laura Cyr
Agency Name: Education
Mailing Address: 23 SHS, Augusta ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-446-8791
Email Address: laura.cyr@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Chapter 303, Office for Family Independence SupportLink Program Rule #1
 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-114

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Department adopts a new rule, 10-144 C.M.R. Chapter 303; Office for Family Independence SupportLink Program Rule #1 consistent with a legislative change to 22 M.R.S. § 3110 made by P.L. 2023, ch. 412, Pt. VV, § 1. The adopted rule establishes regulations and standards for an optional referral process between the Department and other agencies known as an “Information Exchange.” The purpose of this program is to provide applicant and recipient information to help establish potential eligibility for other programs. The Information Exchange will provide timely transfer of income records and program enrollment information to other state agencies, quasi-state agencies or other entities approved by the Department for purposes of the administration and application for the low-income home energy assistance program; low-income assistance programs, local, state or federal subsidized housing program; and energy efficiency programs administered by entities approved by the Department or any other entity or program, that in the judgement of the Department, provides services or resources that substantially promote the health and well-being of recipients of its services. The adopted rule makes the following changes in response to public comments: Table of Contents: APPROVED ENTITIES replaces APPROVED AGENCIES throughout. Definitions: Approved Entity replaces Approved Agency. Energy Efficiency Program has been amended to “An energy assistance program which helps low-income households reduce their heating and cooling expenses administered by an Entity approved by the Department.” Information Exchange: Approved Entity replaces Approved Agency. Section 1: Approved Entities replaces Approved Agency throughout Section 1. 2(A)(II)(a) removes “(e.g. LiHEAP)” 2(A) adds (c) “the low-income gas assistance programs described in Title 35-A, section 4706-B;” 2(A) adds (d) “the low-income water assistance programs described in Title 35-A, section 6115;” 2(A)(f) removes “or (e.g. Efficiency Maine)” 6 adds “Opting out of the Program will exclude all members in the OFI case at the time of the Opt-Out, from having information exchanged with all entities approved by the Program.” The Department determined it necessary to make the following changes necessary to correct a typographical error and to ensure accessibility for all readers: 
SECTION 1: GENERAL INFORATION is corrected to GENERAL INFORMATION. Throughout the rule, headers have been added to the rule pages.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, May 17, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Liz Ray, Associate Director, Policy and Programs
Agency Name: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
Mailing Address: 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
Telephone Number: (207) 215-0725
Email Address:  

AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 301, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Rules (Section 999-3; SNAP Rule #244 – FFY 26 Budgeting Figures and FPL Updates)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-115

CONCISE SUMMARY:

Federal regulations require that income and asset allowances, standard shelter deductions, and minimum and maximum benefit limits, are updated each year, effective October 1st. The U.S.D.A. - Food and Nutrition Services (F.N.S.) provided updated income and asset allowances, standard deductions, and minimum and maximum benefit standards on August 13, 2025. The Department adopts these figures effective October 1, 2025.

Federal regulations require that standard utility allowances and excess shelter deductions are updated each year, effective October 1st. The U.S.D.A. - F.N.S. provided the updated excess shelter deduction on August 13, 2025. On April 21, 2026 F.N.S. approved the utility allowances calculated and submitted by Maine on August 13, 2025. The Department retroactively adopts these figures effective October 1, 2025.

Maine exercises an option for Broad Based Categorical Eligibility which includes a 200% Federal Poverty Level (FPL) test. This figure is included in the figures published on January 15, 2026. The Department retroactively adopts these figures effective January 15, 2026.

Retroactive rulemaking is permissible pursuant to 22 M.R.S. § 42(8) as these changes afford this benefit to more residents of the State of Maine and do not adversely impact applicants, participants, beneficiaries, or providers. These changes make SNAP benefits and the related SNAP Employment and Training (E&T) services available to more Maine households.

Federal regulations require that FPL tests are updated each year, effective October 1. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services provided the updated Federal Poverty Guidelines on January 15, 2026. The adopted rule effectuates these figures effective October 1, 2026. Incorporating these changes to Section 999-3 Charts 1-3 will make SNAP benefits and the related SNAP Employment and Training (E&T) services available to more Maine households and reduce rulemaking efforts and improve efficiency.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, May 17, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Michael E. Downs, Senior Program Manager - SNAP
Agency Name: Department of Health and Human Services – Office for Family Independence
Mailing Address: 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
Telephone Number: (207) 592-4850
Email Address:  











		Page 2 of 2	


